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What does ‘Baptism’ mean?

The word ‘Baptism’ comes from the Greek word
‘baptizo’ and simply means ‘being plunged or
dipped’.

The word used in the Bible is also used to describe
cloth being dyed. To dye material, it is dipped into
the dye with the result that the material takes on
the full colour of the dye.

This process of dying makes a fundamental
change to the material — it comes out a different
colour! So it is with Christian baptism. When
someone is baptised they are plunged or dipped
into water to show that a great change has taken
place in them. In this case though, it is not the
water (like the dye) that makes the change, but
the Holy Spirit of God at work in the person being
baptised.

Jesus baptises (immerses) people in the Holy
Spirit when they turn from their sins, and trust in
Him as their Saviour and Lord (Luke 3:15,16; Luke
11:9-13; John 7:37-39; Acts 1:1-8; 2:1-11; Acts
2:38,39). Sometimes though, baptism in the Holy
Spirit happens after conversion (Acts 8:14-17).

The Holy Spirit brings the transforming and
enabling power, presence, and love of God into
the believer’s life (John 3:1-15; Acts 1:8; Romans
5:5; 1 Corinthians 12:1-31; Galatians 5:16-25). The
gift of the Holy Spirit is for everyone who believes
in Jesus.

When did Christian baptism begin?

From the very first days of the church, people
were baptised by being completely immersed in
water when they turned from their sins to God

and put their faith in Jesus. On the day of
Pentecost the apostle Peter said,

“Repent and be baptised every one of you, in the
Name of Jesus Christ, for the forgiveness of your
sins. And you will receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit. The promise is for you and your children...
and for everyone whom the Lord our God will
call.” Acts 2:38,39

9 Believing in Jesus means trusting in His

sacrifice for your sins when He died on the
Cross.

9 1t also means believing in your heart that He
rose from the dead (Romans 10:9,10).

9l Being baptised ‘in Jesus’ Name’ means owning
Him personally as your Saviour and Lord.

9 The gifts of forgiveness of sins and the Holy
Spirit are life-changing and are for everyone
who repents and is baptised.

9 God calls all people to repentance, and faith.

Why is baptism important?

Because Jesus commanded it.



In Matthew 28: 18-20 Jesus said,

“All authority in heaven and earth has been
given to Me. Therefore go and make disciples of
all nations, baptising them into the Name of the
Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and

teaching them to obey everything | have
commanded you.”

In being baptised we show that we have decided
to follow and obey Jesus as our Lord and Saviour
and that we have entered into a life-changing
personal relationship with God — we have been
born-again. It shows that we belong to Jesus, we
are God’s children, and that He loves us — forever!

Who should be baptised?

Jesus’ command and the apostle Peter’s
instructions are clear - every one who turns from
their sins to God and believes in Jesus Christ,
God’s Son, should be baptised. True Christian
baptism is for those who have turned from their
sins and personally accepted Jesus Christ into
their lives as their Saviour and Lord.

In the Old Testament (or Covenant), the people of
Israel were in a covenant-relationship with God in
which certain benefits (mostly to do with land,
health and wealth) were theirs if they were
obedient to God’s commands. The covenant was
with a nation, and entrance was by natural birth —
being born Jewish.

In the New Testament, God’s covenant through
Jesus is made with individuals of any nationality,
entrance is by spiritual birth (being born-again),
and is to do with the gifts of forgiveness of sins,
fellowship with God, the Holy Spirit, the promise
of resurrection from the dead, and eternal life.

New birth happens when an individual repents of
their sins and puts their faith in Jesus Christ as
their Saviour and Lord.

What validates baptism is not the procedure, but
the presence in the person being baptised of
repentance and faith in Jesus in response to the
gospel, and the work of the Holy Spirit.

What does baptism signify?

i 1t represents the forgiveness and washing
away of our sins through our faith in what
Jesus did for us when He died on the cross to
forgive us our sins (Acts 22:16).

i 1t portrays immersion in the Holy Spirit (see Mark
1:8 - John the Baptist is speaking about Jesus).

19 symbolises death, burial and resurrection. We
identify in baptism with the death, burial and
resurrection of the Lord Jesus Christ. Instead of
‘me first’, in our new life with God we put Him
first (Romans 6:1-11; Colossians 2:9-12).

i 1t affirms that we are starting a new life with
the risen Jesus in us. (Galatians 2:20)

i 1t anticipates our future, bodily resurrection
into eternal life at Jesus’ second coming (John
6:40; Philippians 3:20; 1 Thess 4:16-18).

| 1t signifies that we have been accepted by God
and have become a child of His (Galatians 3:26-
28). He is our wonderful heavenly Father.

| 1t shows that we have passed through the waters
of God’s judgement and have received the gift of
eternal life (John 5:24; 1 Peter 3:18-22).

I 1t confirms that we are a part of God’s family,
‘the  body of Christ’ (1 Corinthians

12:12,13,27). We belong. Church membership
reflects this and we encourage those being
baptised to consider taking this up. Please see
our ‘Membership’ leaflet.

What do | do next?

If you want to be baptised or are thinking about
baptism, please see Peter or one of the Elders.
We run a baptism preparation course for those
who are considering baptism, and there is some
literature for further reading.

If you’'ve not seen a full-immersion baptism yet
(also known as ‘believer’s baptism’), come along
to our next baptismal service — the date will be
announced in good time. You might also like to
talk with others who have been baptised in this
way.

Pray, and ask God to show you His will and help
you with this important step. May the Lord bless
and guide you as you do so.
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