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PART ONE / PLANS




EXTRACT FROM ‘GILGAMESH - INANNA’S JOURNEY TO HELL

THE MOTHER SINGS:

NOW SHE IS COMING TO DEATH’S KINGDOM.
SHE IS THE MOTHER DESOLATE

IN A DESOLATE PLACE; WHERE ONCE

HE WAS ALIVE, NOW HE LIES

LIKE A YOUNG CALF FELLED TO THE GROUND.
INTO HIS FACE SHE STARES, SEEING

WHAT SHE HAS LOST - HIS MOTHER

WHO HAS LOST HIM TO DEATH’S KINGDOM.
THE AGONY SHE BEARS

SHUDDERING IN THE WILDERNESS,

SHE IS THE MOTHER SUFFERING SO MUCH.
“IT 1S YOU,”

SHE CRIED TO HIM,

“BUT YOU ARE CHANGED.”




‘Gilgamesh’ is the oldest major recorded work of literature in the world, and recounts the tale of a fruitless search for
immortality. It was discovered in 1845 during excavations at Ninevah of the library of the Assyrian King Ashurbanipal.
It is based on the exploits of the apparently real King Gilgamesh of Uruk who ruled some time between 2700 and 2500
BC in the Sumer region of Mesapotamia. Written on clay tablets circa 2100 BC, it pre-dates Homer’s ‘The lliad’

and ‘The Odyssey’ by 1300 years. It is the earliest known writing to utilise rhyme and poetry.

The Sumerians lived in advanced city-states, and had mastered irrigation, engineering and a system of laws at least a
millennium before European peoples. Other writings of the time reveal the values of these people as cherishing justice,
freedom and compassion. Their libraries were the repository of all the world’s knowledge. Much of this knowledge may
have been lost during a cataclysmic flood in 2900 BC, described in ‘Gilgamesh’, which corresponds closely with, and
may have been the root source of, the flood myth in the bible.

“We the people of the United Nations determine to save succeeding generations from the scourge of war, which twice
in our lifetime has brought untold sorrow to mankind, and to reaffirm faith in fundamental human rights, in the dignity
and worth of the human person, in the equal rights of men and women, and of nations large and small, and to establish
conditions under which justice and respect for the obligations arising from treaties and other sources of international
law can be maintained, and to promote social progress and better standards of life in larger freedom....”

- Preamble to Article 1, Charter of the United Nations, 1948

‘We have about 60% of the world’s wealth but only 6.3% of its’ population. In this situation we cannot fail to be the
object of envy and resentment. Our real task in the coming period is to devise a pattern of relationships which will
permit us to maintain this position of disparity. We need not deceive ourselves that we can afford today the luxury of
altruism and world benefaction. We should cease to talk about such vague and unreal objectives as human rights,
the raising of living standards and democratisation. The day is not far off when we are going to have to deal in straight
power concepts. The less we are then hampered by idealistic slogans, the better.”

- George Kennan, Former Head of the US State Department Policy Planning Staff, Document PPS23, 24th
February 1948




“0ONE OF THE CHARGES AT THE TIME WAS THAT IN SOME WAY, BECAUSE | HAD BEEN FOREIGN
SECRETARY, CHANCELLOR OF THE EXCHERUER, [AND] PRIME MINISTER, | MUST HAVE KNOWN
WHAT WAS GOING ON.”

- FORMER BRITISH PRIME MINISTER JOHN MAJOR, IN RESPONSE TO LORD CHIEF JUSTICGE
ScoTT’s ‘BRITISH ARMS TO IRAR’ ENRUIRY, 1992

“WHAT IS THE POINT OF CONSERVATIVE PARTY OFFICIALS DENOUNCING THE IRAQI’S USE OF
CHEMICAL WEAPONS IF DOWN THE ROAD IN WHITEHALL, ANOTHER DEPARTMENT WAS HELPING TO
EQUIP THE FACTORIES THAT PRODUCED THEM?”

- ROBIN COOK, FORMER LABOUR PARTY TRADE SPOKESMAN, ARTICLE IN ‘THE GUARDIAN’, 1992

“IT WAS THE RIGOROUS IMPLEMENTATION OF A FLEXIBLE INTERPRETATION.”
- MICHAEL HESELTINE, CONSERVATIVE MP, ON BEING ASKED WHY BRITAIN EXPORTED ARMS TO
IRAR IN DEFIANGE OF THE OFFICIAL ARMS BAN, ‘ARMS TO IRAR’ ENQUIRY, 1992

“MINISTERS DELIBERATELY MISLED PARLIAMENT, BUT DID NOT INTEND TO MISLEAD PARLIAMENT.”
- CONCLUSION OF THE ‘BRITISH ARMS TO IRAR’ ScoOTT REPORT, 1996




Saddam Hussein, along with other Ba'ath Party activists, met with the CIA in the late 1960’s. “He was a son of a
bitch...” joked a CIA agent, “...but he was OUR son of a bitch.” The CIA backed coup that overthrew Iraqgi Prime Minister
Qasim was also described by them as “...a great victory.” Saddam Hussein came to power after a second Ba’athist
coup in 1968, serving under President Al-Bakr.

The Rapid Deployment Task Force was formed in October 1980 under the ‘Carter Doctrine’ which stipulated direct US
intervention in the Gulf to protect US access to oil. Irag’s invasion of Iran, and the subsequent eight year war, was not
condemned by the UN Security Council. The US trained Iragi commandos, provided intelligence reports and billions
of dollars worth of arms to Iraq throughout the war. Yet it secretly also provided similar assistance to Iran, as the
Congressional ‘Pike Report’ later revealed. A Reagan official conceded: “We wanted to avoid victory by both sides.”
US Secretary of State Henry Kissinger was characteristically direct: “Too bad they both can't lose.”

In February 1988, Saddam Hussein, by then Iraqg’s president, formulated the notorious ‘Al-Anfal’ campaign,
systematically destroying Kurdish settlements in the North. Iragi forces mercilessly attacked and killed between
100,000 and 200,000 people. 4000 villages were wiped off the map. No UN Security Council resolutions were ever
tabled to condemn lIraq, nor their widespread use of chemical weapons against Iran, despite the UN General
Assembly’s recommendation that Iraq be punished and an arms embargo introduced.

Victims of the gas attack on Halabja, March 16th 1988

High level UK and US officials visited Baghdad in the early to mid 1980’s, negotiating huge arms deals to the regime,
despite ‘Al-Anfal’ and other well documented human rights abuses. They included from the UK William Waldegrave,
Lord Carrington, Cecil Parkinson, John Nott, Tony Newton, Paul Channon, and John Biffen. In 1984 Vice President
George Bush personally lobbied the US Export/Import bank to underwrite exports to Iraq, which was now one of the
US’ principle trading partners. The US was also simultaneously building high technology hardened military bases in
Saudi Arabia. By 1987 the US was actively fighting on Iraqg’s side.

“In May 1987 [during the Iran/Iraq war] an Iraqgi aircraft mistakenly attacked the American frigate * USS Stark’ and killed
37 US servicemen. Unbelievably, the Reagan administration was so pro-Saddam that it described the incident as
nothing more than an Iraqi error and blamed it on Iranian aggression. [...] On August 29th, 1988, the UN issued a report
that detailed Iraqi use of chemical weapons against the Iranians and Kurds, and called for punitive measures. In
January 1989, a TV report alleged that Irag was also developing biological weapons. But, despite warnings, later that
year the US supplied Iraq with helicopter engines, vacuum pumps for a nuclear plant, sophisticated communications
equipment, computers, bacteria strains and hundreds of tons of unrefined Sarin - the lethal nerve gas used in chemical
warfare.”

- from ‘Father of all Despots’ - article by Said K. Aburish in ‘Weekend’ (The Guardian supplement) January 22nd, 2000

Allegedly, British Foreign Office minister David Mellor was in Baghdad on March 16th 1988, the day that the Iraqi
chemical attack on Halabja took place, starting negotiations for a £340 million Export Credit deal on behalf of the
Thatcher government. On the 16th of August 1988, 30 British MPs signed a motion condemning the attack. On
September 5th, the export credit deal went through. John Major was the Treasury Minister at the Export Credit
Guarantee Department that authorised the sale of ‘dual-use’ machinery that the British government knew was destined
for Iragi chemical weapons manufacture. By the end of the Iran/lraq war, the British taxpayer had underwritten £670
million worth of arms and such ‘dual-use’ equipment to Iraq.

The US State Department only accused Iraq of chemical weapons use against the Kurds 6 months later on September
8th, the day before Iragi Foreign Minister Sa’dun Hamadi was due to meet with Secretary of State George Schulz in
Washington. The US had supplied Iraq with weapons grade bacteria strains originating from the American Type Culture
Collection company in Maryland. These sales were approved by the Pentagon and the US Treasury.

The war had cost Iran and Iraq more than the entire oil revenue received by them since they began selling oil on the
world market in 1949 and 1931 respectively.

As far back as 1973, US troops on manoeuvres in the Mojave Desert staged war games with fellow troops dressed in
Iraqgi uniforms.




"WE MUST BECOME THE OWNERS, OR AT ANY RATE THE CONTROLLERS AT THE SOURCE, OF AT
LEAST A PROPORTION OF THE OIL WHICH WE RERUIRE."

- BRITISH ROYAL COMMISSION, AGREEING WITH WINSTON CHURCHILL'S POLICY TOWARDS
IRAR, 1913

"OUR STRATEGIC AND SECURITY INTERESTS THROUGHOUT THE WORLD WILL BE BEST
SAFEGUARDED BY THE ESTABLISHMENT IN SUITABLE SPOTS OF 'POLICE STATIONS', FULLY
EQUIPPED TO DEAL WITH EMERGENGIES WITHIN A LARGE RADIUS. KUWAIT IS ONE SUCH SPOT
FROM WHICH IRAR, SOUTH PERSIA, SAUDI ARABIA AND THE PERSIAN GULF COULD BE
CONTROLLED. IT WILL BE WORTHWHILE TO GO TO CONSIDERABLE TROUBLE AND EXPENSE TO
ESTABLISH AND MAN A 'POLICE SATION' THERE."

- BRITISH FOREIGN OFFICE, POLICY MEMO, 1947

“THE US MUST CARRY OUT SOME ACT SOMEWHERE IN THE WORLD WHICH SHOWS ITS’
DETERMINATION TO CONTINUE TO BE A WORLD POWER.”

- HENRY KISSINGER, FORMER US SECRETARY OF STATE, AS QUOTED IN ‘THE WASHINGTON
PosT’, APRIL 1975

“IN THESE TWENTY POST-WAR YEARS, WE HAVE COME TO RECOGNISE IN ACTION, THOUGH NOT
ALWAYS IN WORDS, THAT THE POLITICAL BOUNDARIES OF NATION STATES ARE TOO NARROW
AND CONSTRICTED TO DEFINE THE SCOPE AND ACTIVITIES OF MODERN BUSINESS.”

- GEORGE BALL, FORMER US UNDER-SECRETARY OF STATE FOR ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, NIXON
ADMINISTRATION, 1967







“] VENTURE TO SAY THAT IF KUWAIT PRODUCED BANANAS INSTEAD OF OIL, WE WOULD NOT
HAVE 400,000 AMERICAN TROOPS THERE TODAY.”
- US CONGRESSMAN STOKES - OHIO, 12TH JANUARY 1991

“THE AMERICAN SYSTEM IS THE MOST INGENIOUS SYSTEM OF CONTROL IN WORLD HISTORY.
WITH A COUNTRY SO RICH IN NATURAL RESOURCES, TALENT AND LABOUR POWER, THE SYSTEM
CAN AFFORD TO DISTRIBUTE JUST ENOUGH WEALTH TO JUST ENOUGH PEOPLE TO LIMIT
DISCONTENT TO A TROUBLESOME MINORITY. IT IS A COUNTRY SO POWERFUL, SO BIG, SO
PLEASING TO SO MANY OF ITS’ CITIZENS THAT IT CAN AFFORD TO GIVE FREEDOM OF DISSENT
TO THE SMALL NUMBER WHO ARE NOT PLEASED.

THERE 1S NO SYSTEM OF CONTROL WITH MORE OPENINGS, APERTURES, FLEXIBILITIES,
REWARDS FOR THE CHOSEN. [...] THERE IS NONE THAT DISPERSES ITS’ CONTROL MORE
COMPLEXLY THROUGH THE VOTING SYSTEM, THE WORK SITUATION, THE CHURCH, THE FAMILY,
THE SCHOOL, THE MASS MEDIA - NONE MORE SUCCESSFUL IN MOLLIFYING OPPOSITION WITH
REFORMS, ISOLATING PEOPLE FROM ONE ANOTHER, CREATING PATRIOTIC LOYALTY.”

- FROM ‘A PEOPLE’S HISTORY OF THE UNITED STATES’ BY HOWARD ZINN, 1ST PUBLISHED
1980




40,000 US troops and seven warships were dispatched to the Gulf within a week of the invasion, before the Saudis
‘officially’ requested a US presence to defend their borders. The Saudis were sceptical about any threat to their country
and on August 4th rejected the US offer of military assistance. On August 5th, US Defence Secretary, Dick Cheney,
Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, Colin Powell, National Security Agency Director, Robert Gates, and General
Norman Swcharzkopf flew to Saudi Arabia. Having convinced the Saudis to accept troops, they were based at the
facilities that were built by the US throughout the 1980’s for the Rapid Deployment Task Force, itself now named
CENTCOM.

On August 3rd 1990, Saddam Hussein had stated that he would begin withdrawing on the 5th, provided no
condemnation was made by the Arab League. On August 7th George Bush told French Defence Minister Jean-Pierre
Chevenement that he was determined to go to war, yet spent the next five months claiming he wanted a peaceful
resolution. Under US duress and economic threats, the Arab League condemned the invasion. Sanctions levied
against Iraq included all foodstuffs and medicine. 70% reliant on imports, Iragis were beginning to starve long before
the war began.

On August 12th Iraq proposed a peace plan linking withdrawal to discussions of the Israeli occupied territories, and
the replacement of US troops with UN monitored Arab troops. Bush rejected it. The US Congress concluded in late
January 1991 that in another Iraqgi proposal: “The Iragis apparently believed that having invaded Kuwait they would get
everyone’s attention, negotiate improvements to their economic situation, and pull out... a diplomatic solution
satisfactory to the interests of the US may well have been possible since the earliest days of the invasion.” The US
State Department initially denied having ever received the proposal.

Defence Analyst Peter Zimmerman’s conclusions about the Soviet satellite pictures of questionable Iragi troop
presence near Saudi Arabia were submitted to many major media outlets in the US including ABC Television. All
refused to air them.

On December 26th, the ‘Ibn Khaldun’ Peace Ship, crewed by Middle Eastern women volunteers, and taking donations
of medicine and food to Iraq, was boarded in the Persian Gulf by American, British and Australian forces. The women
were punched, kicked, beaten with rifle butts and subjected to tear gas. 65 were injured. The ship was forced into port,
and its’ cargo destroyed.

“The large industrial powers saw in the Gulf crisis a golden opportunity to re-organise the area according to designs in
harmony with their ambitions and interests, at the expense of the aspirations and the interests of the Arab peoples, and
to put in place a new international order.”

- Extract from a letter to Saddam Hussein from King Hussein of Jordan, September 1990, ‘Jordan and the Gulf Crisis
- The Government of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, Document VII’

United Nations Security Council, voting on Resolution 678, 29th November 1990

“In the Middle east and South West Asia, our overall objective is to remain the predominant outside power in the region
and preserve US and Western access to the region’s oil. [...] As demonstrated by Irag’s invasion of Kuwait, it remains
fundamentally important to prevent a hegemon or alignment of powers from dominating the region.”

- from “US Strategy Plan Calls for Insuring no Rivals Develop” - Article by Patrick Tyler, ‘New York Times’ March 8th
1992, quoting unidentified Pentagon document.




“] DID SAY SOMETHING TO THE EFFECT THAT THAT WOULD BE THE MOST EXPENSIVE ‘NO’ VOTE
THEY EVER CAST.”

- FORMER US SECRETARY OF STATE, JAMES BAKER, DESCRIBING HIS REACTION TO THE NEWS
THAT YEMEN HAD VOTED AGAINST RESOLUTION 678, BBC TELEVISION, 1992,

US AMBASSADOR TO THE UN THOMAS PICKERING TOLD YEMENI AMBASSADOR AL-ASHOTOL THE
SAME THING TWO MINUTES AFTER THE VOTE IN THE SECURITY COUNCIL CHAMBER ITSELF.

AS WELL AS THE CANCELLATION OF THE $70 MiLLION US/YEMEN AID PACKAGE, 800,000
YEMENI WORKERS WERE LATER FORCIBLY EXPELLED FROM SAUDI ARABIA AND KUWAIT. YEMEN’S
ECONOMY WAS DEVASTATED AS A RESULT.




Amnesty International initially supported the ‘stolen incubators’ testimony of Kuwaiti escapee ‘Nayirah’, but retracted it
after the war. In February 1992, after detailed investigations in Kuwait, Middle East Watch described this and other
accusations as ...clearly wartime propaganda.”

Two days before the Security Council met to vote on the authorisation of force, Kuwaitis and non-UN diplomats were
granted unprecedented access to the Council to present testimonies and videos produced by Hill and Knowlton Inc.

Public support for war was patchy until this testimony. It additionally rose with Bush’s suggestion that Irag was
developing nuclear weapons, following a survey that looked at rationales for American support for war. After the war
International Atomic Energy Agency inspectors concluded that Iraq was at least 3 years away from building a small
yield bomb. Parts and technology for the Iragi nuclear programme had been principally supplied by the US in violation
of the 1968 Non-Proliferation Treaty.

Objections by UN Security Council members to the use of the word ‘force’ led to the rephrasing of Resolution 678 to
‘all necessary means’. (This term was used again three years later by the US sponsored resolution prior to the
American invasion of Haiti.) There was not one word in Resolution 678 that specifically granted authorisation to the US
led coalition to attack Irag. Approximately 23 billion dollars’ worth of ‘incentives’ to vote for 678 were paid by the US to
various UN member states including China, Ethiopia, Zaire, Columbia, the Soviet Union, Egypt, Syria, Iran and Israel.
These arrangements took the form of arms supplies, loans, grants and debt forgiveness. The US also paid the UN $187
million, representing half its’ unpaid dues at the time.

On December 10th 1990 ‘US News and World Report’ published an article describing James Baker’s efforts to push
Resolution 678 through the Security Council. The article was entitled ‘Counting on New Friends.’

After the resolution was passed, Washington strategists openly referred to a negotiated Iragi withdrawal
as the ‘...nightmare scenario.’

To be seen “...going the extra mile for peace...” George Bush sent Baker to Geneva on January 9th 1991 for last ditch
talks with Irag’s Foreign Minister Tariq Aziz. Bush instructed Baker that he would accept “...no negotiations, no
compromises, no attempts at face saving and no reward for aggression.” Additionally Baker gave Aziz a letter from
Bush to take to Saddam Hussein:

“It is said by some that you do not understand just how isolated Iraq is and what Iraq faces as a result [...] but unless
you withdraw from Kuwait completely and without condition, you will lose more than Kuwait. [...] The choice is yours to
make. Iraq is already feeling the sanctions mandated by the United Nations. Should war come, it will be a far greater
tragedy for you and your country. [...] | write this letter not to threaten but to inform.”

Aziz refused to take the letter to Hussein. Whilst taking a firm stand, and hinting at the Palestinian question, he
additionally informed Baker:

“I would like to tell you in all sincerity and seriousness that we would have no problems implementing legitimacy and
the rules of justice and fairness if these principles were to be honoured with regard to all regional conflicts. [...]
However, we do not want to see these principles implemented with regard to a single issue [...] This would mean double
standards were at work. If you are willing to work to achieve peace, justice, stability and security in the whole region,
then you would find us at the forefront of those willing to co-operate with you in this regard.”

Baker announced at the press conference afterwards: “The conclusion is clear. Saddam Hussein continues to reject a
diplomatic solution.”

Millions of people world-wide protested the war, the start of which was timed to coincide with EST prime time television
news. When on January 16th 1991, Bush ordered the bombing to begin, 250,000 people were gathered in San
Francisco alone.

Congressman Henry Gonzalez attempted to impeach Bush on five counts. He failed.

Within two days, not a single baby incubator in Irag was functioning.




PART TWO / THE FIRE ' COMES




6. THE WHORE OF BABYLON
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“‘Big Brother isn't watching yBu so much as

Big Brother is you, watching.” - Mark Crispin Miller




“APRIL 4TH, 1984. LAST NIGHT TO THE FLICKS. ALL WAR FILMS. ONE VERY GOOD ONE OF A
SHIP FULL OF REFUGEES BEING BOMBED SOMEWHERE IN THE MEDITERRANEAN. AUDIENCE MUCH
AMUSED BY SHOTS OF A GREAT HUGE FAT MAN TRYING TO SWIM AWAY WITH A HELICOPTER
AFTER HIM. FIRST YOU SAW HIM WALLOWING IN THE WATER LIKE A PORPOISE, THEN YOU SAW HIM
THROUGH THE HELICOPTER GUN SIGHTS, THEN HE WAS FULL OF HOLES AND THE SEA ROUND
HIM TURNED PINK AND HE SANK AS SUDDENLY AS THOUGH THE HOLES HAD LET IN THE WATER.
AUDIENCE SHOUTING WITH LAUGHTER WHEN HE SANK. [...] THEN THE HELICOPTER PLANTED A
20 KILD BOMB IN AMONG THEM, TERRIFIC FLASH AND THE BOAT WENT ALL TO MATCHWOOD.
THEN THERE WAS A WONDERFUL SHOT OF A CHILD’S ARM GOING UP, UP, UP RIGHT INTO THE
AIR, A HELICOPTER WITH A CAMERA IN ITS’ NOSE MUST HAVE FOLLOWED IT UP AND THERE WAS A
LOT OF APPLAUSE FROM THE PARTY SEATS....”

- EXTRACT FROM WINSTON SMITH’S DIARY IN ¥1984” By GEORGE ORWELL - 1ST PUBLISHED
1949

“STRIKES AT POPULATION TARGETS (PER SE) ARE LIKELY [...] TO CREATE A COUNTERPRODUCTIVE
WAVE OF REVULSION ABROAD AND AT HOME. [...] DESTRUCTION OF LOCKS AND DAMS, HOWEVER
- IF HANDLED RIGHT - MIGHT OFFER PROMISE. IT SHOULD BE STUDIED. SUCH DESTRUCTION
DOES NOT KILL OR DROWN PEOPLE. BY SHALLOW-FLOODING THE RICE, IT LEADS AFTER TIME TO
WIDESPREAD STARVATION (MORE THAN A MILLION) UNLESS FOOD IS PROVIDED - WHICH WE COULD
OFFER TO DO ‘AT THE CONFERENCE TABLE’.”

- JOHN MCNAUGHTON, US STATE DEPARTMENT - VIETNAM POLICY, AS QUOTED IN ‘THE
MENTALITY OF THE BACKROOM BOYS,” ARTICLE BY NOAM CHOMSKY, 1973

"FAILING TO SECURE SUPPLIES WILL RESULT IN A SHORTAGE OF PURE DRINKING WATER FOR
MUCH OF THE POPULATION. THIS COULD LEAD TO INCREASED INCIDENTS, IF NOT EPIDEMICS, OF
DISEASE AND CERTAIN PURE-WATER DEPENDENT INDUSTRIES BECOMING INCAPACITATED. [...] FUuLL
DEGRADATION OF THE WATER TREATMENT SYSTEM PROBABLY WILL TAKE AT LEAST ANOTHER SIX
MONTHS."

- EXTRACT FROM ‘IRAQ WATER TREATMENT VULNERABILITIES' - A SEVEN-PAGE DOCUMENT
PREPARED BY THE US DEFENCE INTELLIGENCE AGENCY, ISSUED SEVEN DAYS AFTER THE WAR
STARTED AND CIRCULATED TO ALL MAJOR ALLIED COMMANDS.




TOP LEFT :

‘CIVIL DEFENCE SHELTER NO. 25 - EL AMERIYAH DISTRICT, BAGHDAD.’
DESIGNED AND BUILT BY A SWEDISH // FINNISH CONSORTIUM. ITS’ CAPACITY WAS 1200
PEOPLE, AND HAD BEEN FULL EVERY NIGHT OF THE WAR.

TOP RIGHT :

AN ANGUISHED PARENT OUTSIDE THE SHELTER AWAITS NEWS.

BOTTOM LEFT :
THE HOLE IN THE SHELTER ROOF CAUSED BY THE FIRST LASER GUIDED BOMB.

BOTTOM RIGHT :

IRARI GUIDE, UM GUIDA, WHO LOST NINE MEMBERS OF HER FAMILY IN THE ATTACK, SHOWS
THE REMAINS OF HUMAN SKIN SCALDED ON TO THE WALLS OF THE SHELTER’S BASEMENT.
NOT VISIBLE IN THIS PHOTOGRAPH ARE FINGERNAIL MARKS MADE BY PEOPLE WHO
ATTEMPTED TO CLIMB THEM WHILST TRYING TO ESCAPE THE BOILING WATER.

MANY WESTERN COMPANIES PROVIDED BLUE FPRINTS TO THE US MILITARY OF BUILDINGS
THEY HAD DESIGNED AND CONSTRUCTED IN IRAQ.




IRARIS LIVING IN THE AMERIYAH DISTRICT LATER REPORTED THAT FOR THREE
DAYS PRIOR TO THE BOMBING, SURVEILLANCE AIRCRAFT REPEATEDLY FLEW

OVER THE AREA. WHEN THE ATTACK CAME, A STEALTH BOMBER FIRST PIERCED

THE REINFORCED ROOF WITH A GBU-27 ‘BUNKER BUSTING’ BOMB, CREATING
A HOLE 15 FEET ACROSS. FOUR MINUTES LATER A SECOND BOMBER LASER
DESIGNATED ANOTHER THROUGH THIS OPENING. TEMPERATURES REACHED IN
EXCESS OF 1000 DEGREES FAHRENHEIT. MANY OF THOSE ON THE TOP
FLOOR SIMPLY EVAPORATED. THE LOG BOOK THAT LISTED THEIR NAMES WAS
DESTROYED.

BODIES OF THE DEAD LAID OUTSIDE THE SHELTER.

THE OUTLINE OF A MOTHER
AND CHILD BURNT INTO A
SHELTER WALL

WESTERN ESTIMATES OF
THE DEATH TOLL HAVE
DECLINED OVER THE
YEARS; IT IS NOW
GENERALLY HELD THAT
240 PEOPLE DIED. GIVEN
THE SHELTER’S CAPACITY,
AND THE FACT THAT
SHELTERS WERE THE
ONLY PLACES IN IRAR
THAT STILL HAD WATER
AND ELECTRICITY, THIS
ESTIMATE IS ALMOST
CERTAINLY INCORRECT,
INDICATING A DEATH TOLL
OF BETWEEN TwWO AND
FIVE TIMES THIS AMOUNT.




9. SAY HELLO TO ALLAH
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“lF THEY DO WITHDRAW AND GO BACK INTO IRAR, THEY WILL
NOT BE ATTACKED. WE HAVE MADE THAT PERFECTLY CLEAR.”
- JOHN MAJOR, BBC TELEVISION INTERVIEW, JANUARY 1991

“THEY ARE NOT RETREATING, THEY ARE WITHDRAWING.”
- GEORGE BuUsH, US TELEVISION ADDRESS, FEBRUARY 1991

THE BASRA ROAD WAS NICKNAMED BY ALLIED FORCES AS ‘THE HIGHWAY OF
DEATH’. FROM A TEN MILE LONG CONVOY, CONSISTING OF A MIX OF 12000
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN VEHICLES, ONLY 450 PEOPLE ARE THOUGHT TO HAVE
SURVIVED. HOWEVER, IT WAS NOT THE ONLY ONE TO BE DECIMATED BY AERIAL
STRIKES. A SIXTY MILE LONG CONVOY ON THE COASTAL JAAR UM-QASR
HIGHWAY WAS ALSO ATTACKED. THERE WERE NO KNOWN SURVIVORS.

ON MARCH 2ND 1991, TWO DAYS AFTER THE CEASE-FIRE, THE US 24TH
MECHANISED INFANTRY DIVISION, LED BY GENERAL BARRY MCCAFFERY,
ENGAGED A RETREATING IRARI COLUMN, 7000 MEN STRONG, WHO
ALLEGEDLY FIRED AT THEM.

“ ‘WE REALLY WAXED THEM,’ SAID ONE COMMANDER, WHO ASKED NOT TO BE
IDENTIFIED. [...] ALTHOUGH THE NUMBER OF IRARI TROOPS IS KILLED IS
STILL UNKNOWN, NEW YORK NEWSDAY HAS OBTAINED ARMY FOOTAGE OF THE
FIGHT SHOWING SCORES OF [...] IRAQI SOLDIERS APPARENTLY WOUNDED OR
KILLED AS ‘APACHE’ HELICOPTERS RAKED THE [....] DIVISION WITH LASER
GUIDED ‘HELLFIRE’ MISSILES. ‘SAY HELLO TO ALLAH!” ONE AMERICAN WAS
RECORDED AS SAYING, MOMENTS BEFORE A ‘HELLFIRE’ OBLITERATED ONE
THE 102 VEHICLES RACKED UP BY THE ‘APACHES’. [....] ALTHOUGH
MECAFFERY’S DIVISION WAS EQUIPPED WITH LOUD SPEAKERS MOUNTED ON
HELICOPTERS, THEY WERE NEVER USED TO BROADCAST WORD OF THE
CEASE-FIRE. ‘THERE WASN’T TIME TO USE THE HELICOPTERS,’ SAID
OPERATIONS CHIEF PATRICK LAMAR. INSTEAD, AFTER THE 6:30AM IRAQI
ATTACK, MCCAFFERY ASSEMBLED ATTACK HELICOPTERS, TANKS, FIGHTING
VEHICLES AND ARTILLERY FOR THE ASSAULT, WHICH BEGAN AT B:15 AM
[AND] ENDED AFTER NOON.”

- FROM ‘MASSIVE BATTLE AFTER CEASE-FIRE’ - ARTICLE BY PAT SLOYAN,
NEW YORK NEWSDAY, MAY 8TH 1991




“THE TIME OF RECONSTRUCTION AND RECOVERY SHOULD NOT
BE THE OCCASION FOR VENGEFUL ACTIONS AGAINST A NATION
F CED TO WAR AS A RESULT OF A DICTATOR’S AMBITION.”
- JAMES BAKER, FORMER US SECRETARY OF STATE,

ADDRESSING US CONGRESS, MARCH 1991

“WE’RE CERTAINLY NOT CONSIDERING, INDEED WE’VE
RULED OUT HAVING ANY KIND OF TROOPS HERE ON
ANY KIND OF PERMANENT BASIS.”

- DousLAS HURD, FORMER UK FOREIGN MINISTER,
ADDRESSING THE HOuse oF COMMONS, MARCH 1991




PART THREE //

ONE NATION UNDER A SEIGE




“THE PROCESS OF CREATING AND ENTRENCHING HIGHLY SELECTIVE, RESHAPED OR COMPLETELY
FABRICATED MEMORIES OF THE PAST IS WHAT WE CALL ‘INDOCTRINATION’

OR ‘PROPAGANDA’ WHEN IT IS CONDUCTED BY OFFICIAL ENEMIES, AND ‘EDUCATION,’ ‘MORAL
INSTRUCTION’ OR ‘CHARACTER BUILDING,” WHEN WE DO IT OURSELVES. IT IS A VALUABLE
MECHANISM OF CONTROL, SINCE IT EFFECTIVELY BLOCKS ANY UNDERSTANDING OF WHAT IS
HAPPENING IN THE WORLD.

ONE CRUCIAL GOAL OF SUCCESSFUL EDUCATION IS TO DEFLECT ATTENTION ELSEWHERE - SAY,
TO VIETNAM, OR CENTRAL AMERICA, OR THE MIDDLE EAST, WHERE OUR PROBLEMS ALLEGEDLY LIE
= AND AWAY FROM OUR OWN INSTITUTIONS AND THEIR SYSTEMATIC FUNCTIONING AND BEHAVIOUR,
THE REAL SOURCE OF A GREAT DEAL OF THE VIOLENCE AND
SUFFERING IN THE WORLD.

IT IS CRUCIALLY IMPORTANT TO PREVENT UNDERSTANDING AND TO DIVERT ATTENTION FROM THE
SOURCES OF OUR OWN CONDUCT, SO THAT ELITE GROUPS CAN ACT WITHOUT POPULAR
CONSTRAINTS TO ACHIEVE THEIR GOALS - WHICH ARE CALLED ‘THE NATIONAL INTEREST’ “

- NoAM CHOMSKY



CHILD SUFFERING FROM CHILD WITH KWASHIORKOR,
MALNUTRITION AND TYPHOID CAUSED BY PROTEIN DEFIGCIENGCY

“[IN LATE 19941 IT NOW EMERGED THAT MAJOR PICTURE AGENCIES
WERE REFUSING TO USE PHOTOGRAPHS OF IRAQI BABIES THAT HAD
DIED OF STARVATION BECAUSE THEY WERE ‘TOO GRUESOME.’”

- FROM ‘IRAR - FROM SUMER TO SADDAM’ BY GEOFF SIMONS, 1ST
PUBLISHED 1994

"GULF LESSON ONE IS THE VALUE OF AIR POWER. [...] IT WAS RIGHT ON TARGET FROM
DAY ONE. THE GULF WAR TAUGHT US THAT WE MUST RETAIN COMBAT SUPERIORITY IN THE
SKIES. [...] OUR AIR STRIKES WERE THE MOST EFFECTIVE, YET HUMANE, IN THE HISTORY
OF WARFARE."

- GEORGE BUSH, 29TH MAY 1991

"MANY OF THE TARGETS WERE CHOSEN ONLY SECONDARILY TO CONTRIBUTE TO THE
MILITARY DEFEAT OF IRAQR. [...] MILITARY PLANNERS HOPED THE BOMBING WOULD AMPLIFY
THE ECONOMIC AND PSYCHOLOGICAL IMPACT OF INTERNATIONAL SANCTIONS ON IRAGI

SOcIleETY. [...] BECAUSE OF THESE GOALS, DAMAGE TO CIVILIAN STRUCTURES AND
INTERESTS, INVARIABLY DESCRIBED BY BRIEFERS DURING THE WAR AS 'COLLATERAL' AND
UNINTENDED, WERE SOMETIMES NEITHER. [....] THEY DELIBERATELY DID GREAT HARM TO

IRAR'S ABILITY TO SUPPORT ITSELF AS AN INDUSTRIAL SOCIETY."
- ARTICLE BY BARTON GELLMAN, THE WASHINGTON POST, 23RD JUuNE 1991

"IRAQIS WILL BE MADE TO PAY THE PRICE WHILE SADDAM HUSSEIN IS IN POWER. ANY
EASING OF SANCTIONS WILL BE CONSIDERED ONLY WHEN THERE IS A NEW GOVERNMENT."
- ROBERT GATES, US NATIONAL SECURITY ADVISOR, LOS ANGELES TIMES’, 9TH MAY
1991






The Agricultural potential of the country had been targeted during the bombing, including farms, food stores and seed
factories. Crops failed due to the inability to import fertilisers and pesticides, and a prohibition on aerial spraying.
Destroyed and damaged irrigation systems, coupled with lack of electricity to pump water, meant that vast areas of
Iraqgi agriculture simply died. The animal health of the country was also deteriorating with no feeds or vaccines
available, and diseases began to spread. This compounded diet problems as the ration consisted primarily of
carbohydrates, and proteins became extremely scarce.

In September 1991, Iragi authorities finally granted permission for UNSCOM to carry out an inventory of crucial
documents detailing Irag’s nuclear plans and details of procurement agreements with western companies. David Kay
and Robert Gallucci earned a rebuke from UN Secretary General Perez de Cuellar, as key sections of the 25,000
documents seized were transmitted directly to the US State Department without going through UN channels. It also
emerged that American U-2 spy planes and spy satellites were collecting surveillance data. Kay’s activities began to
cause concern among UN officials. Iraq had long accused Kay of working for US and Israeli intelligence services.

In April 1992 the UN Commission tasked with demarcating the Kuwait/Iraq border ruled in Kuwait's favour. Kuwait
received much of the land situated over the Rumailia oil field, the source of the original dispute. The commission was
chaired by Indonesia, whose flagrant violations of UN Security Council resolutions during the invasion and occupation
of East Timor had been ignored by the US and Britain. A quarter of a million East Timorese had died under Indonesian
rule.

On 29th February 1992, the ‘Independent Commission of Inquiry’ into US conduct of the war held its’ final meeting and
passed judgement. After 30 hearings in 16 countries, 19 charges of war crimes, crimes against peace and crimes
against humanity were levelled at George Bush, General Norman Scwharzkopf et al, by former US Attorney General
Ramsey Clark. The tribunal jury, consisting of 22 international lawyers and former politicians, found them guilty on all
19 counts.

The inquiry’s verdict was front-page news in the Middle East and Asia. Not a single mainstream US paper covered the
hearings.

12. DOG IN AMERICA
WRITTEN, PERFORMED AND PRODUCED BY BOLA (FITTON) © zooo
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THE SANCTIONS COMMITTEE

Iraqi applications for humanitarian supplies are vetted by this committee as empowered by UN Security Council
Resolution 687. Former US Ambassador to the UN, and US Secretary of State, Madeleine Albright, was for many years
the head of this committee.

The following items have been blocked by the Sanctions Committee on the grounds that they are either ‘...not
humanitarian needs...’ or that they constitute ‘...an input to Iraqi industry...” The first in the list, baby food, was blocked
on the grounds that ‘...it might be consumed by adults.’

Baby food
Rice
Agricultural pesticides
Clothes (adult and children’s)
Fabric and thread
Boots
Leather materials
Shoe laces
Shroud material
School books
Glue for textbooks
School handicraft equipment
Ping-Pong balls
Badminton rackets
Notebooks
Paper
Pencils
Pencil sharpeners
Erasers
Bicycles
Blankets
Soap
Sanitary towels
Tissues
Toothpaste
Tooth brushes
Toilet paper
Shampoo
Rubber tubes
PVC sheets
Water purification chemicals

Medical swabs
Medical gauze
Medical syringes
Medical journals
Musteen cancer drugs
Angina heart tablets
Cobalt sources for X-Ray machines
Baby incubators
X-Ray film
X-Ray machines
Catheters for babies
Umbilical catheters
Suction catheters
Nasal gastric tubes
Nitrous Oxide cylinders for women in labour
Anaesthetic for childbirth and caesarian section
Epilepsy medication
Canulas for intravenous drips
Disposable surgical gloves
Bandages
Oxygen tents
Surgical instruments
Stethoscopes
ECG monitors
Dialysis equipment
PVC for private hospitals
Ambulances
Polyester and acrylic yarn
Nylon cloth for flour filtering
Wool felt for thermal insulation
All electrical equipment
Concrete additives
Specific granite shipments
All other building materials
Steel plate and joints
Textile plant equipment
Heart and lung machines
7 live bulls for cattle breeding

Under US law, campaign groups who defy sanctions and take medicine and food to Iraq without import licences face
fines of up to a million dollars and up to twelve years in jail. Similar penalties exist under UK law.




Both the US and the UK were well aware of the dangers of Depleted Uranium ammunition, even before the war began.

"Aerosol DU exposures to soldiers on the battlefield could be significant with potential radiological and toxicological
effects. [DU is] a low level alpha radiation emitter which is linked to cancer when exposures are internal, [and] chemical
toxicity causing kidney damage. Short-term effects of high doses can result in death, while long term effects of low
doses have been linked to cancer. [...] Our conclusion regarding the health and environmental acceptability of DU
penetrators assume both controlled use and the presence of excellent health physics management practices. Combat
conditions will lead to the uncontrolled release of DU. [...] The conditions of the battlefield, and the long term health
risks to natives and combat veterans may become issues in the acceptability of the continued use of DU kinetic
penetrators for military applications."

- Excerpts from the July 1990 Science and Applications International Corporation report: ' Kinetic Energy Penetrator
Environment and Health Considerations', as included in Appendix D - US Army Armaments, Munitions and Chemical
Command report: 'Kinetic Energy Penetrator Long Term Strategy Study, July 1990'

"There has been and continues to be a concern regarding the impact of DU on the environment. Therefore, if no one
makes a case for the effectiveness of DU on the battlefield, DU rounds may become politically unacceptable and thus
be deleted from the arsenal. | believe we should keep this sensitive issue in mind when action reports are written."

- Lt. Col. M.V. Ziehmn, Los Alamos National Laboratory memorandum, March 1st 1991

“DU is a low-level radioactive waste, and, therefore, must be disposed of in a licensed repository. [...] No international
law, treaty, regulation, or custom requires the United States to remediate the Persian Gulf war battlefields."

- Report by the US Army Environmental Policy Institute: 'Health and Consequences of Depleted Uranium use in the
US army', June 1995

To date, both the US Defence Department and the British Ministry of Defence deny that there is any link between DU
and the unprecedented rise in cancer and birth deformities experienced by Iraqi civilians and Gulf War veterans. The
Sanctions Committee continues to prevent Iraq from importing large-scale quantities of anti-cancer medicines, as they
contain radioisotopes, and thus constitute ‘...nuclear materials...’ Iraqgi requests for decontamination equipment are
similarly blocked.

Iraqi children with extreme birth deformities, photographed in 1999

The cancer rate in Iraq has risen between two and ten fold, the deformity rate between four and six fold. The
Iragi Atomic Agency estimates that 48% of the entire population has been exposed to carcinogenic material.

As of 1999, 9,600 US Gulf veterans have died since the war. Only three UK veterans have ever been tested for
DU exposure by the Ministry of Defence.




EXTRACT FROM ‘GILGAMESH - INANNA’S JOURNEY TO
THE SON’S REPLY:

THERE CAN BE NO ANSWER

TO HER DESOLATE CALLING;

IT IS ECHOED IN THE WILDERNESS,
FOR | CANNOT ANSWER.

THOUGH THE GRASS WILL SHOOT
FROM THE LAND

I AM NOT GRASS, | CANNOT COME
TO HER CALLING.

THE WATERS RISE FOR HER,

I AM NOT WATER TO COME

FOR HER WAILING,

I AM NOT SHOOTS OF GRASS

IN A DEAD LAND.

“WE ARE IN THE PROCESS OF DESTROYING AN ENTIRE
TERRIFYING AS THAT. IT IS ILLEGAL AND IMMORAL.”

HELL

SOCIETY. IT IS AS SIMPLE AND

- DENNIS HALLIDAY, FORMER UN ASSISTANT SECRETARY GENERAL, AND HUMANITARIAN AID
CO-ORDINATOR FOR IRAR, IN HIS RESIGNATION SPEECH, 30TH SEPTEMBER 1998




After ‘Operation Desert Fox,” US and UK pilots patrolling Iraq were granted ‘Relaxed Rules of Engagement’ by
CENTCOM commanders. They were now permitted to bomb in response to Iraqi forces simply seeing them on radar.
This ‘provocation’ was punished by air strikes against totally different areas, oftennot even on the same day.

By mid 2000 there had been 24,000 aerial sorties over Irag. One third of these were combat missions. There have been
280,000 sorties in total since the end of the Gulf War. Not a single plane has ever been hit by Iraqi fire. Over 300 people
have been killed by these patrols, and approximately 800 injured. 40% were civilians.

On January 25th 2000, an American AGM-130 guided missile struck the Al-Jumhuriya residential district of Basra, ai
‘unidentified’ missiles hit the village of Abu-Khasib 16 miles to the South. The UN reported that 17 people had be:
killed, approx. 100 injured and approx. 45 houses damaged or destroyed. The pictures above, taken by Iraqi journalist
Nabil Al-Jorani, show the bodies of six year old Nor and his sister being removed from the rubble of the Basra attack.

US Pentagon spokesman Ken Bacon stated the following day: “The US regrets any civilian casualties, but has no
independent evidence that any Iragis were killed.”

On March 7th 1999, The Washington Post published an article on these new ‘Rules of Engagement,” and quoted an
unnamed US State Department offici itis....a mini undeclared war.” They also quoted an unnamed military official:
“It's a strategy we fell into....it's not one we originally planned, but it's working very, very well for us.”

This strategy included attacking animals. In the period April 1999 to May 2000, there were a total of seven attacks on
flocks of sheep. Tony Blair told the House of Commons that air strikes were for vital humanitarian tasks...” and
former British Minster of Defence George Robertson told BBC News in 1999:

"We have to continue making these air strikes in order to carry on with our humanitarian work."

Members of the UN Security Section in Baghdad and the Middle East Council of Churches go immediately to all
bombed sites to record damage and casualty numbers, and produce a yearly report. The British Foreign Office claims
it is not possible to verify the bombings.

On 30th April 1999, in the Bashiga area of Iraq, near Mosul, this flock of sheep and its' attendant shepherds were
bombed by a US or UK plane. Six people were killed, including four children aged between 6 and 13. Eyewitnesses
confirmed that the plane made two passes.

US/UK air patrols are occasionally stepped down or re-directed to allow ‘Turkish Special Missions’ to fly into Iraq and
bomb Kurdish villages, the very same people that the ‘No-Fly Zones’ are allegedly designed to protect from Iraqi
aggression. Turkish land forces have additonally invaded Northern Irag on several occasions, including in May 1996
when 50,000 troops were sent to attack Kurdish separatist forces. No UN Security Council resolution has ever been
tabled to condemn these violations. US air patrols are principally based at the Incirlik air base in Turkey.




In April 1999, a special UN Humanitarian Panel, set up in late January to additionally assess Iraqgi needs, issued a
damning indictment of the ‘Oil-For-Food’ program:

“The gravity of the situation is indisputable and can not be overstated. The magnitude of the humanitarian needs is
such that they can not be met within the context of the parameters set forth in Resolution 986 - ‘Oil-for-food’ (and
succeeding SCR 1153)...nor was the program intended to meet all the needs of the Iragi people. [...] Given the present
state of infrastructure, the revenue required for its’ rehabilitation is far above the funding level available. [...] Under
current conditions the outlook will remain bleak and become more serious with time. The humanitarian situation will
continue to be a dire one in the absence of a sustained revival of the Iragi economy.”

The ‘Oil-For-Food’ programme was providing approximately $180 per person, per year. From this figure the Iragi people
had not only to feed themselves, but also bear the cost of rebuilding the entire electrical, transport, water/sanitation,
healthcare and oil industry infrastructure of the country. The average citizen was living on 49 cents a day. Highly trained
professionals in health care and teaching were earning less than the equivalent local price of an egg a day.
Unemployment was 60%. Power cuts in major cities averaged 10 hours a day; 20 hours in rural areas. 250 Iraqi Dinars,
worth $825 before the war, was now worth just 12.5 cents. By June 1999 Iraq was entering what would become its’
worst drought in modern history. Temperatures regularly topped 130 degrees.

The UNSCOM team, having accomplished almost all its’ mandate to disarm Iraqg, but having been fatally compromised
by Western intelligence agencies, was disbanded. A new inspection body, UNMOVIC, was formed. The US insisted
that only Irag’s full co-operation with them would lead to sanctions being lifted. At the time Iraq had the highest infant
mortality rate in the world. Simultaneously, over 1.3 billion dollars worth of contracts for the repair of the water supply,
sanitation system, and electrical infrastructure were either being rejected or blocked by the US and UK in the Sanctions
Committee.

Irag ran what UN agencies consistently described as the most efficient and equitable ration system anywhere in the
world. By early 2000, the US State Department and the British Foreign Office were engaged in a major propaganda
campaign in an attempt to place all the blame for the suffering on Saddam Hussein. So cynical was this effort that the
office of British Foreign Secretary Robin Cook told film maker and journalist John Pilger that:

“Saddam Hussein makes sure that there are plenty of dying babies for you to film.”

Irag’s efforts to pump as much oil as possible for the ‘Oil-For-Food’ programme was doing irreparable damage to
equipment. The UN reported that output would fall by 6% a year unless US and UK holds on oil industry spare parts
were not lifted. In the middle of the year it emerged that the former head of the CIA's Middle East Desk, John Deutch,
and former US Secretary of Defence at the time of the Gulf War, Dick Cheney, were both executive chairmen of
Halliburton Inc., an American oil company with contractual agreements with Iraq. Both men were reported to have
made approximately $5 million each. Cheney went on to be running mate in George W. Bush’s presidential campaign.

It cost the British taxpayer £670 million to arm Saddam Hussein. It cost them approximately £100 million in ammunition
costs per week, and £4 million per day for UK troops to fight in the Gulf War. It has cost them £4.5 million every month
since to keep troops in the Gulf. The US has spent $2 billion per year patrolling the ‘No-Fly Zones.’

Since the ‘Oil-for-Food’ programme was introduced, Iraq earned $37 billion from oil exports. As at November 2000, it
had received only $9 billion of this for humanitarian aid and reconstruction. $2.3 billion worth of aid contracts remained
blocked by the US and UK, and $1.2 billion worth had yet to be submitted to the Sanctions Committee by the UN
Secretariat. Iraqi funds floated or held in the UN controlled escrow account totalled $11.4 billion.

Iraq has paid out $9.4 billion in compensation claims, including $47 million to US companies. Claims against Iraq
received by the UN Compensation Commission total $320 billion. The Arab Monetary Fund estimated in 1996 that it
would cost $232 billion to rebuild the civilian infrastructure of Iraq; at least $7 billion would be required for the electrical
grid alone. It will take until the year 2070 for Iraq to pay all compensation claims.

"The outlook for Iraq is pretty awful. It will take virtually all of the 21st century for Iraq to re-emerge as a regional power.
You can rebuild the infrastructure in 20 years or so, but not the people."

- Professor Anoush Ehteshami, Director of Middle East Studies, Durham University, Agence France Press, 25th July
2000
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